
What does the Lord require of you?  To act justly & to love mercy & to walk humbly with your god.  Micah 6.8 NIV 

 

It has certainly been an extremely busy start to the new school year.  Within 

the very first week we had taken part in cycling activities as the Tour of Britain 

came speeding into Matlock.  We have had our Harvest Service, several  

sporting events and the juniors have started their new music tuition in Brass.  

An especially pleasing event was a special church service for our new starters.   

We have 15 new reception children this year, and when added to 4 new children 

higher up in the school, make up nearly a third of all our pupils.  They have all 

settled in really well and it is a credit  to all the other children and families that they 

have looked after them and made them feel so welcome.   

This was  especially noticeable at the FOSDS walk and barbeque which was really 

well attended.  We look forward to the Christmas period, always a special time in 

the school year, and have lots planned for the children in the run up.  More details 

will follow in due course. 

Paul Wilde, Headteacher. 
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School Values for the Autumn term 

and introducing the Values Team 

Please remember that school opens between 8am and 8:50am for 

children attending morning clubs.  School opens at 8:50am for 

those children not attending morning club.  Children inside the 

school building before 8:50am will need to register and pay for the          

appropriate morning clubs.  Thank you.  
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A Thought  

We are heading at speed to the end of the 
year and the month of November. This    
traditionally is a month to remember , to 
contemplate and to think.  

But don't we live in a world which is      
frantic? Each day we rush to drop our    
children off; we rush to appointments and to 
work. We rush to organise homework, 
childcare and looking after our homes and 
families.  

Why, you may ask am I stating the obvious? 

 Well an ancient Greek philosopher said, 'the 
unreflective life is not worth living'.  

We need time each day to stop, to listen to 
experience our life etc. Maybe we are busy, 
maybe we are frantic but the question is 
what can we do about it?  

In Christian tradition we talk about        
contemplation,. trying to still ourselves and 
simply be in God's presence and we allow 
God's love, peace , forgiveness to wash over 
us and revitalise us. But also if we're people 
of no faith we can grab a few moments each 
day to simple be still to catch our breath and 
by doing so our lives with be so much richer 
and we will enjoy our families and friends so 
much more.  

For those who feel I've become a bit 'new 
age'; This idea of Sabbath Rest is very much 
rooted in the new and old Testaments;    
remember the words of Scripture "be still 
and know that I am God." We need that 
stillness to be in a right relationship with 
God.   

or as Thich Nhat Hanh said; We humans have 
lost the wisdom of genuinely resting and        
relaxing. We worry too much. We don't allow 
our bodies to heal, and we don't allow our minds 
and hearts to heal. 

 
Read more at www.brainyquote.com 

With Kind Regards and every prayer. 

Rev'd Stephen Monk 

Confused by twi�er?  Baffled by Facebook?  Know about your 

child’s digital ta�oo?  Then look no further…… 

Parent Info is a new website providing high quality informa�on and  advice 

to parents (and schools) about on-line safety.   The service is free and offers 

a wide range of subject ma"er, from difficult topics about sex, rela�onships 

and the internet, body image and peer pressure to broader paren�ng    

topics. 

 

In line with the  child protec�on command of the Na�onal Crime Agency 

some of the content covers internet safety, but it all starts from the           

assump�on that young people make li"le dis�nc�on between their online 

and off line lives and the issues for parents are o*en the same.  The aim of 

the website is to help parents help their children be web literate and       

resilient. Please visit www.paren�nfo.org. for  more informa�on. 

Pupils were taken down to Matlock 

town centre to  take part in various 

cycle based activities whilst the ‘Tour 

of Great Britain’ cycle event passed 

by on September 11th. 

In addition,  Katie Bailey and James  

Wayman had winning entries in the 

‘design a  cycle t-shirt’ competition.  

All the children thoroughly enjoyed 

their outing. 

Juniors attended  the Rugby 

World Cup event at Highfields 

earlier in the term.   After       

participating in a game of ‘tag’ 

rugby, pupils had the opportunity 

to meet former  England rugby 

7’s captain, Rob Vickerman.  

Year 6 pupil Jack Crapper came 1st in his age group race at the inter-school cross 

country event. The whole school,  including reception, attended the event with some 

great team placings— the Infant girls came 3rd in their competition, infant boys came 

2nd, year 3/4 boys came joint 5th, year 5/6 girls came 6th and year 5/6 boys were 4th.   

Jacks win led to him being chosen to represent the Highfields Cluster in the Schools 

Partnership final, where he came a  well deserved 7th.  Well done Jack!   
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The School calendar 2015-2016 is now 

available.  Please ask in the school  

office if you would like a hard copy. 

Could you be a School Governor? Do you know someone who could add value to our School? 

Successful schools need effective governing bodies. There are about 370,000 governor places in      
England, making them the largest volunteer force in the country.   

There are two Governor (non-parent) vacancies at South Darley CE Primary School and you may know 
someone who would be worth nominating. 

The role of a school governor is to contribute to the work of the Governing Body in raising standards of 
achievement for all pupils. This involves:  

· ensuring clarity of vision, ethos and  strategic direction 

· holding the head teacher to account for the educational performance of the school and its pupils, 
· overseeing the financial performance of the school and making sure its money is well spent 
  

The individual governor has a responsibility, working alongside other members of the Governing Body, to 
the staff and pupils of the school and the school's wider community.  
 

Governors must have an interest in our children's future, be willing to contribute and make a difference, 
respect the need for confidentiality and be able to work as part of a team.  Governors must act with      
integrity, objectivity and honesty and in the best  interests of the school. 

Whether you're working or retired, if you have experience of team working, financial or business        
management we would love to hear from you.  We are particularly keen to hear from individuals with 
knowledge of special educational needs, early years learning and website development. 
 

If you are interested in finding out more about this role, what being a governor involves and the time  
commitment needed then please call on 01629 732240 during school hours.  

School council members are elected 

each year by their class.  They have 

regular meetings, conducted in a    

formal style with a chair and secretary 

following an agenda.   

The Councillors help with the running 

of school events and put ideas forward 

for consideration by teachers.  They 

help decide how some of the school’s 

money should be spent and when the 

need arises, help in the  selection of 

new school staff.   

The school council is an important way 

that we ensure the voice and opinions 

of the pupils is heard and acted on. 

Pictured: School council       

members. 

School Council Membership 2015/2016 
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The school has a ‘Friends Of’ 

group  that meets for various functions 

during the year. FOSDS raises a great 

deal of money and so far this year, 

FOSDS have helped the school and its 

parents by subsidising costs to parents 

to send their child on school trips, paid 

for a number of new school notebooks 

and given every new child a school sun 

hat. 

 

All members of the parent body, school 

staff and governors are members of 

FOSDS.  

Can you help support Friends of South Darley 
School? 

 

The committee members from Friends of South Darley School 
would like to take this opportunity to thank  everyone who has 
given their time to support the children of South Darley School.  
Without this support, the school would be unable to financially 
help the school or contribute to the exciting events that the school 
put on. 
   
At the end of this year, a number of our year 6 parents who are 
currently on our committee or contribute their time to help raise 
much needed funds will be leaving us as their children start their 
secondary school journey.  The school has also had one of its 
biggest intakes with 15 new reception children and 4 children in 
older year groups joining us. 
 
To keep Friends of South Darley School flourishing we are    
seeking new committee members or volunteer helpers.  We   
understand that you may be busy and may not have much time 
spare, but anything  you can do, as a one off or on a regular   
basis would help to achieve great things for our children. 
 
If you are able to help then please speak to Suzanne  Booker. 
 
Many thanks for your continued support 


